09/27/2005 12:12 FAI 858 731 5001 FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG 121007/009 

PATENT 
4i0108-M74 

REMARKS 

The Office Action in the above-identified application has been carefully cionsidered and 
this amendment has been presented to place this application in condition for allov/ance. 
Accordingly, reexamination and reconsideration of this application are respectfiily requested. 

Claims 12, 14-*13, and 17 are in the present application. It is submitted tt at these claims 
were patentably distinct over the prior art cited by the Examiner, and tliat these claims were in 
full compliance with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. The changes to the cl aims, as 
presented herein, are not made for the purpose of patentability within the meanicg of 35 U.S.C. 
sections 101, 102, 103 or 1 12. Rather, these changes are made simply for clarifiijation and to 
round out the scope of protection to v^^iich Applicant is entitled. Claims 13 and .6 are canceled. 

Claims 12-17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C- §103(a) as being unpatentable over Blahut 
(U.S. Patent 5,532,735) in view of Iwafime et al. (U.S. Patent 5,880,720), Smolei (U.S. Patent 
5,915,243), and GoldJiaber et al, (U.S. Patent 5,855,008). However, for at least the following 
reasons, the present invention is distinguishable over any combination of these cited references. 

The present invention is directed to a method for ensuring that viewers ac lually view 
commercial programs in their entirety. In exchange for viewing the ccfmmercial programs, the 
viewer receives points which can be used to pay for pay programs. Specifically, the present 
invention requires "'detenuining whether said program is a commercial program ox a pay 
program." (Claims 12 and 15) The Examiner asserts Blahut meets this) limitatior. by detennirung 
whether a viewer has selected a VOD channel, (Office Action page 3) Howevei , Blahut's VOD 
channels encompass both the commercial programs and pay programs as defined in the present 
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invention. Hence, Blahut is actually making a determinadon between a VOD chiinnel 
(commercial/pay programs) and "normal" television programming. Blahut does not disclose 
determining between a commercial program and a pay program witMn the VOD channeL 
Accordingly, Blahut fails to meet the detennining limitation as required in the pr jsent claims. 
Although several of the otlaer cited references deal with commercial programming, none are 
directed for use with both commercial and pay programming much lesii determiniag between 
commercial and pay programs as required in the present invention. 

Further, the present invention "displays said response request vrhen the c(>:mmercial 
program has been viewed in its entirety by the viewer." (Claims 12 and 15; amended from 
canceled dependent claims 13 and 16) The Examiner contends Goldheber meets this limitation. 
(Office Action page 6) Goldhaber actually states: "The advertisement display may ask the 
consumer questions or otherwise require consumer interaction to ensure the cons amer has paid 
attention to the advertisement Upon successful completion of this process, an ariount of digital 
currency may be deposited.. (Column 16, lines 16-20) Hence. Goldhaber actually discusses 
requiring the viewer to "pay attention" and "completion of this process/* and doei not disclose 
requiring completion of the advertisement as in the present invention. Accordingly, Goldhaber 
fails to meet the 'Viewed in its entirety^' limitation of the present claimis. 

Accordingly, for at least these reasons, any combination of BlaJiut, Smoleti, Iwafiine, and 
Goldhaber fails to obviate the present invention and the rejected claims should new be allowed. 

In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, it is respectfiilly suhmi ted that the 
appUcation as now presented is in condition for allowance. Early and favoiable r ^consideration 
of tlie application are respectfiilly requested. 
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No additional fees are deemed to be required for the filing of tfds amendrient, but if such 
are, the Examiner 1$ hereby authorized to charge any insuflBcient fees or credit any overpayment 
associated with the above-identified application to Deposit Account No. 50-0320. 

If any issues remain, or if the Examiner has any further suggestions, he/slie is invited to 
call the undersigned at the telephone number provided below. The Exjuniner's cc^nsideration of 
this matter is gratefiilly acknowledged. 



Respectfully submitted, 

FROMMER LAWTIENCE <5: HAUG LLP 




Darren M. Simon' 
Reg. No. 47,946 
(212)588-0800 



-7- nninciifljj 

PAGE 9f9*RCVDATn5 3:16:27 PM [Eastern DayGghtTiine]'SVR:USPT0{FXRF4^^ 



